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LEW-PORT CAMPUS GROUNDS TO UNDERGO CONTAMINATION TESTING 
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Text: 

PORTER - -  Soil around the Lewiston-Porter school campus will be tested for 
contamination in two weeks, something area residents say should have been done 
years ago. 

"There has never been a comprehensive soil evaluation of the Lewiston-Porter 
campus," said Ann Roberts, vice president of Residents for Responsible 
Government, an organization that represents 300 people in the towns of Porter 
and Lewiston. 

"And given the history of the area, it's long overdue," she said. 
That history involves former use of the nearby Lake Ontario Ordnance Works 

and the Niagara Falls Storage Site as weapons research and manufacturing sites 
in the Manhattan Project development of atomic weapons during and after World 
War I I. 

Although some soil testing has been done on the 2,500 acres that make up 
those sites, the buffer zone surrounding them - -  some 5,000 acres that include 
the school campus - -  has never been tested, Roberts said. 

Roberts said she recently obtained more than 100 previously classified 
photographs that show "activity of soil disturbance" in the buffer zone. 

The School Board has asked scientists at the University at Buffalo to finally 
get to the bottom of the matter. 

Chemistry professor Joe Gardella will lead a "public walkoverw of the campus 
July 19 to determine sampling points where soil will be removed for testing. UB 
public health graduate Steven Cosmo will lead a similar walkover July 17. 

Both men are members of the university's Environment and Society Institute, 
which was hired by the School Board to conduct the initial studies. 

"The community has never been satisfied, and we were approached to get public 
input," Gardella said. "This will be the broadest testing of soil on the 
400-acre school campus." 

Once the scientists and the public mark the test areas, the soil will be 
tested in the laboratory for heavy metals and organic compounds, he said. 

"We will find contaminants," Gardella said. "But the question is how 
concentrated, and what has to be done to clean it up?" 

The soil testing will take about three weeks after the two public walkovers, 
he added. 

Public meetings will be held between 1 and 5 p.m. Thursday, and again on the 
following Thursday, to brief people before the walkovers. 

Residential groups have long expressed concern about the radioactive residue 
and contaminated material that remained in the soil and water table at the two 
sites, which are about a mile from the school system and its 2,500 students. 

Some residents have called for investigations by the county and state health 
departments, but health officials have said there is not enough evidence linking 
the sites to health problems in the area. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was given the task several years ago to 
clean up the contaminated World War I1 sites. The corps1 Restoration Advisory 
Board used to meet quarterly to update residents on survey and cleanup 
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operations, but there have been no advisory board meetings since March 2002. 
"The last meeting illustrated the frustration of the community in not being 

able to get answers to specific questions," said Roberts, who is also chairwoman 
of the Restoration Advisory Board. 

The old format has now been scrapped, with special committees meeting on an 
as-need basis in various locations in the Lewiston-Porter community. 

The corps so far has only begun cleanup operations at the ordnance works 
site. The 191-acre Falls storage site landfill, located within the ordnance 
site, has so far only been surveyed for contamination, Roberts said. 
e-mail: bmichelmore@buffnews.com 

Caption: 
ROBERT KIRKHAM/Buffalo News 
Joseph Gardella, a chemistry professor at UB, here speaking out about contamination at Hickory Woods, will 
conduct a "public walkover" of the Lewiston-Porter school campus on July 19 to look for potentially 
contaminated areas where soil samples will be taken and tested. 
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